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TWO

WWI WAR HEROES 

REMEMBERED



ST GEORGE’s CHURCH, DEAL

Who are these brave young men?

Who are their parents?

This memorial tweaked my curiosity
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A bronze Victoria Cross
 hanging from a wreath

Family Motto:

tutantur tela coranum

(the weapons of the Koran are 

protected)

Now where did that come 

from? Time to dig deeper

DETAILS FROM MEMORIAL

Tisdall coat of arms
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b. 19 Feb 1859 Milfordhaven, Pembrokeshire, Wales

d. 1 Dec 1928 Walmer, Kent

m. 1881 to Bertha Alice Billing MACLEAN who died in 1885 in Lahore, Punjab, India

Children from first marriage:
• Charles William, MA of Wadham College Oxford. Rector of Cheadle Hulme, 

Cheshire b. 11 Dec 1881 Dunedin NZ  d.  1969 Leicestershire

• John Gordon b. 12 March 1883, NZ  d. 23 Jul 1883 NZ

• Bertha Annette b. 1884 Nelson NZ d. 2 Jun 1936 Hampstead UK

.

Rev. Dr. WILLIAM ST CLAIR TISDALL, MA, DD
linguist, historian and philologist

FLUENT IN SEVERAL MIDDLE EASTERN LANGUAGES, INCLUDING ARABIC, AND 
SPENT MUCH TIME RESEARCHING THE SOURCES OF ISLAM AND THE QUR'AN 

IN THE ORIGINAL LANGUAGES. HE ALSO WROTE GRAMMARS FOR PERSIAN, 

HINDUSTANI, PUNJABI AND GUJARATI.

5



m. 1887 Marian Louisa Grey b. 24 Nov 1860 in Palamertta, Madras, India      

d. 18 March 1946 Dartford, Kent

• Irene Mary b. 1888 Bombay, India
• Edith Rosabella b. 1889 Maharashtra, India  d. 1952

• Arthur Walderne b. 1890 Bombay, India d. 16 May 1915 Kanli Dere, Turkey

• John Theodore b. 9 October 1893 Ispahan, Persia d. 8 August 1916

Guillemont, France

• Edward Gordon, MC b. 25 April 1895 Ispahan, Persia  d. 3 March 1946 
Torquay Devon.   Captain 1st Monmouthshire Regiment, South Wales 

Borderers

• Ruth Noel, b. 1897 Persia  m. 1918 Harold Lambert d. approx. m. 1955 

Henley, Oxfordshire

• Violet Manon b. 23 Feb 1899 Persia m. Alan B. Alcock,                           
Capt Royal Marines

• Francis Royston b. 17 Feb 1901 Bedford UK d. 19 Mar 1988 Cotswolds 2nd 

Lieutenant King’s Liverpool Regiment.  Emigrated to US 1931     1948 Real 

Estate Salesman
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Arthur Walderne centre of back row

Edward Gordon far left back row

 John Theodore far right back row

Francis Royston centre front

7THE ST CLAIR TISDALL FAMILY

Rev William and his 

wife Marian in centre 

Irene Mary 2nd left back row 

and Edith Isabella 2nd right 

back row

Ruth Noel 2nd left 

middle row

Violet Manon 2nd right 

front row



Vicar of St George-the-Martyr corporation church, 
Deal, Kent, 1913-1926; two of his four sons killed in the 

First World War, one awarded a VC following the 

landing from SS “River Clyde” at Gallipoli

• Family moved to Auckland, NZ where he graduated from the 
University of New Zealand with 1st Class Degree in Classics in 1878

• Ordained a priest in 1883. 

• Taught Hebrew and Classics at Bishopsdale Theological 

College at Nelson and Vicar of Wakefield until 1884, when 
accepted by the Church Mission Society (CMS) for service in 

India. 

• Appointed to staff of the Lahore Divinity School, he was Vice 

Principal for 12 months before transferred as Principal to the 

CMS Training College in Amritsar.
• Missionary of English Church in Isfahan, then in 1888/90 in 

Bombay, in 1892 in London

DISCOVERING WILLIAM ST CLARE TISDALL 8

“The Conversion of 

Armenia to the 

Christian Faith” by 

William St Clair 

Tisdall, MA



ARTHUR WALDERNE ST CLAIR, VC

Born 21 July 1890 Bombay, India

Died 6 May 1915, Kanli Dere, Turkey 
age 24

Educated at Bedford School and went on to Trinity College, Cambridge
where he gained a BA Double 1st Class Degree with Honours in Classics

 and was awarded the Chancellor's Gold Medal
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During landing at V Beach from SS “River Clyde”
 John jumped into water to rescue wounded men from beach, which was under heavy fire

 With others he later made 5 trips from ship to shore

  rescuing many other wounded despite intense and accurate fire

SS River Clyde during first

Landings on V Beach in 

1915
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 https://youtu.be/oKEC2FCo76c
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AWARDED VC FOR BRAVERY AT GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN
 ON 25TH APRIL 1915

First member of the Royal Naval Division to be awarded the VC
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Victoria Cross citation

During the landing from the S.S. "River Clyde" at V Beach 

in the Gallipoli Peninsula on the 25th April 1915, Sub-

Lieutenant Tisdall, hearing wounded men on the beach 

calling for assistance, jumped into the water and pushing 

a boat in front of him, went to their rescue. He was, 
however, obliged to obtain help and took with him on two 

trips Leading Seaman Malia and on other trips Chief Petty 

Officer Perring and Leading Seaman Curtiss and 

Parkinson. In all Sub-Lieutenant Tisdall made four or five 

trips between the ship and the shore, and was thus 
responsible for rescuing several wounded men under 

heavy and accurate fire.
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6TH May 1915 Mortally wounded in action at Sedd-el-
Bahr, when shot in chest by a Turkish sniper during 

second battle of Kirithia, near Kanli Dere, Turkey. 

Buried yards from where he fell but body never 

recovered
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Arthur is remembered on a 
plaque in the school chapel 

of Bedford Preparatory 

School in Bedfordshire
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ARTHUR HAS NO KNOWN GRAVE
BUT REMEMBERED AT HELLES MEMORIAL, TURKEY
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JOHN THEODORE ST CLAIR TISDALL

Educated at Bedford School where member of Officer Training Corps 

and had just finished 1st year at Peterhouse College, Cambridge 

Born 9 October1893 Ispahan Persia

Died 8 August 1916 Guillemont, France 

age 22
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LIEUTENANT  1ST BATTALION (8TH FOOT) 
THE KING’S (LIVERPOOL REGIMENT)

Cap badge
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KING’s LIVERPOOL REGIMENT WWI 23



KING’s LIVERPOOL REGIMENT
at war
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BATTLE OF THE SOMME
GUILLEMONT AUGUST 1916 25



GUILLEMONT ON
 8 AUGUST 1916
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27DEVILLE WOOD
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JOHN HAS NO KNOWN GRAVE 
BUT REMEMBERED AT
 THIEPVAL MEMORIAL
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https://youtu.be/ac55gVeXygQ
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• Irene Mary b. 1888 Bombay, India d. 1965 Isle Wight

• Edith Rosabella b. 1889 Maharashtra, India d. 1952

• Edward Gordon, MC b. 25 April 1895 Ispahan, Persia d. 3 March 1946

Torquay Devon.   Captain 1st Monmouthshire Regiment, South Wales 

Borderers
• Ruth Noel, b. 1897 Persia  m. 1918 Harold Lambert d. approx. 1955

Henley, Oxfordshire

• Violet Manon b. 23 Feb 1899 Persia m. Alan B. Alcock,                    

Capt Royal Marines d. 1989 Dover, Kent

• Francis Royston b. 17 Feb 1901 Bedford UK d. 19 Mar 1988 Cotswolds 
2nd Lieutenant King’s Liverpool Regiment.  
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